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Herbicides  
• are a tool used to control competing 

vegetation in a young developing 
forest. 

• Are registered by the federal 
government and approved for use in 
Ontario by the Ministry of the 
Environment. 

• Can be applied from the ground or 
from the air under strict controls. 

 
• For further information visit 

www.efmp.Irc.gov.on.ca 
 

Let’s Talk, Let’s Pass it on. 
Moving forward is understanding the 
possibilities that lay ahead.  There is much 
to do in restoring balance with Mother 
Earth 

Since the dawn of time Mother Earth has 
provided the essential elements of life, 
water, air, food, shelter and medicines for 
the First Nation People. 

Her ability to sustain us and all future 
generations is directly related to what is 
done to the forests, rivers and all fellow 
life beings.   

The current state of our environment 
indicates with true certainty that we are all 
on a path of self-destruction.  

All nations have a shared responsibility for 
the protection of natural resources in order 
to maintain balance in all aspects of life. 

Our existence as humans is brief when we 
compare ourselves within the bigger picture  
of time in the universe.  We only borrow 
this planet from the generations to come.   

 Now is the time for governments to 
recognize that  reality and begin to consult 
with First Nations in respect of not only the 
treaties but that of life itself. 
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Pictured here are Candice Naveau 
and Tracy Crain at the TEK Elder 
demonstration,  Missiassaugi First 
Nation August 2015. 
 
It is true, a picture can say a 
thousand words when you see the 
random choice of message Tracy 
chose that day. 
 

 
MOCCASIN TRAIL 
Published monthly for building capacity and sharing knowledge. 

Looking Forward   

Did You Know? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• Robinson-Huron Treaty area is  
103,720.41 km2  or 
25629871.479 acres 
 

• Presently there are 20 
different companies logging a 
total of 1500 hectares in the 
North East Region of Ontario. 

 
•  MNR estimates a total of 3200 

acres were to be sprayed 
sprayed with Glyphosate in 
2016. 

 
• One hectare equals 2.47 acres. 

 
• 90% of Ontario forests are 

known as crown lands. 
 

• 44% of these lands are 
managed forests 

 
• Forest Management plans are 

prepared for a 10 year period. 

The idiom  “ can’t see the forest for the 
trees” is most fitting in review of forest 
management practises today.  The primary 
focus is on the money and therefore we 
cannot see the trees of the forest.  



THEN 7 NOW 

  Do you have an elder story?  Send 
it to cookyowl@hotmail.com with a 
photo if possible, we will share it. 

 
 
“I want the world I live in to be 
pure.  It is what my grandfathers 
did and what I need to do to pass 
a life with pure water.  Life I get 
is from the land I live upon and 
hunt, it must be pure and free 
from contaminates so I can live a 
good life for me and my 
grandchildren.  That is what the 
treaty was meant to uphold.” 
 
 
 
Spoken at Ottawa Oct 19/16 taken 
from Sagamok Anishnawbek 
Newsletter: credit Robert Porter . 
 
 

So WHY is this happening?  Some can argue it has 
something to do with cancelling of the BEAR 
HUNT.  Ok, that is partly possible.  It certainly is 
not exclusive. The fact of the matter is that most 
will tell you this is the worst year to date for bear 
sightings. 
 
It is not enough they are a nuisance but the bears 
are shot by farmer’s and people in built up areas 
because of the threat to crops, animals, live 
stock, children, and property. 
 
In 3 townships alone it has been disclosed that 
125 bears were shot dead and buried.   
 
A bear’s natural diet changes with the seasons.  In 
the Spring they eat tender shoots, grasses, leaf 
buds and skunk cabbage. 

Will Hibernating Bears See the Spring? 

 

 
THEN & NOW  Elder of the month 

As you listen to his composed voice you 
note that his words and thoughts are not 
random, they are rooted in his very 
identity.  They define who he is and what 
he knows as Anishnawbe. 
 
Art Petahtegoose Elder from Atikamesheng 
First Nation carries the teachings of his 
ancestors so intact he lives in “two 
worlds”.    
 
The “two worlds” Art refers to is one 
shaped by colonization and that of the 
spiritual realm where all living things are 
equal, there is balance in the universe and 
respect is given for every thing including 
rocks, trees, plants, animals, water, air and 
so on.  “ My parents did not live with fear, 
they were free, this is how we should be” 
 
In his teachings Art reminds us of how the 
treaties were made and what they were 
meant to provide.  In 1850 Indigenous 
people were recognized as the first 
inhabitants of the land, the treaties were 
meant for peaceful coexistence of two 
nations to live side by side.   
 
“The time has come for our people to 
change our way of speaking, we should not 
be asking, we should be telling what we 
will do”. 
 
 

  
During the summer month’s the 
bears refocus their attention to 
maturing berries, beetles, ants, 
slugs, termites, worms and they 
catch suckers in creeks.  
 
All these elements are essential to 
their diet as their bodies prepare 
for winter sleep.  They are also 
known to take down young deer 
and moose. 
 
In the fall, they forage on nuts and 
acorns to the point they will raid a 
squirrel’s cache if found. 
 
Unfortunately, clear cutting and 
areal spraying the forest has 
destroyed many hectares of natural 
habitat for the bear. 
 
Elders who see bears grazing 
summer fields will tell you this is 
not natural for this time of year.   
 
There is not enough in the grass to 
build fat for their body.  How will 
the female be able to nurture a 
growing cub inside her? 
 
There are no berries in the bush, 
most areas which are typically 
harvested are black, all life is 
dead.   
 
The elders worry that most bears 
may not survive the cold winter 
because they just don’t have 
enough fat on their body. 
 

This summer, bears have been seen at dumps, in 
grain fields, in apple trees in the city, in the town, 
in houses, at schools and day cares everywhere 
accept their natural habitat. 


