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Let’s Talk, Let’s Pass it on. 
In order to make the trip to Ottawa last 
October 19, 2016 it was necessary to garner 
financial support from any and all sources 
possible.  The group gave it all we had 
through fundraising efforts and knocking on 
doors of our local business community. 

In the six weeks we had to raise the money 
there was a shortfall of $3,500 which 
Sagamok Anishnawbek advanced to us, thank 
fully. 

For the generous contributions made we 
acknowledge, Mississauga First Nation, 
Wahnapitea First Nation, Sagamok 
Anishnawbek First Nation, Janeway 
Pharmacy, Massey Wholesale, Winkles 
Independent, Freshco Foods, Sable Spanish 
Rivers Township,  Melanie Laqurre, Allen 
Toulouse, Elaine Jones, Willie Pine, Giant 
Tiger, Blaine Canard, Blanket Dance donators 
at SRFN Traditional Gathering and M&R Baits 
of Espanola. 

Thank you also to Wilma B in Cutler for 
allowing us to conduct a BBQ Bake Sale at the 
Trading Post. Thank you Loretta N for 
approving space for the Pick Up Your Pasta 
Lunch. We appreciate all the supporters who 
purchased pie, pasta, burgers and beverages. 

When the weather warms up we will be back 
at the drawing board planning new events to 
raise funds to help cover the cost of paper 

 

 
ink,  and meeting space fees. 
 
As Elders,  it is not always easy to get 
around sometimes because of physical 
limitations. Active fundraising efforts 
are much more suited to younger 
people with energy, enthusiasm, and 
the ability to stand for longer than an 
hour. 
 
The Elders are very interested in 
working with our youth from all 
communities to pass on the 
knowledge, to build capacity in 
protecting the Anishnawbek Territory 
and to prepare the next generation 
for their responsibility as TEK Elders. 
 
Anyone who would be interested in 
sharing good fundraising ideas and are 
able to lend a strong hand and a bit of 
time please give us a shout or email.   
 

The email address for TEK is 
cookyowl@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Your destiny is a mystery to us.   
 
What will happen when the buffalo are 
all slaughtered?  The wild horses tamed?  
 
What will happen when the secret 
corners of the forest are heavy with the 
scent of many men and the ripe hills are 
blotted by talking wires?  Where will the 
thicket be? Gone!  Where will the eagle 
be? Gone! And what is to say good-bye to 
the swift pony hunt?  
 
The end of living and the beginning of 
survival.” 
 
Excerpt from Chief Seattle – Letter to the 
President 1852 (Response to the offer of 
“buying the land”) 

 

 Photo credit Janet Owl – unidentified roadside spray 
hwy 546 August 2016 

The Knowing 
 
Biodiversity is defined as: the variety of 
life in the world or in a particular 
habitat or ecosystem. 
 
Anishnawbe will tell you everything in life 
is connected spiritually, everything is 
sacred. 
 
On this Turtle Island the Anishnawek 
nations have been here since the time 
before time began.  They have lived and 
kept the earth as it was on the first day. 
When you understand that all things are 
sacred, your life has greater meaning. 
 
Elders hold a special place in daily living.  
Elders are the keepers and givers of 
knowledge.  Elders have lived the past, 
they can help all of us to survive the 
future.  Elders can be consulted on many 
issues or questions, and the wisdom 
passed on should always be respected. 
 
“ Every part of this earth is sacred to my 
people.  Every shining pine needle, every 
sandy shore, every mist in the dark 
woods, every humming insect.  All are 
holy in the memory and experience of my 
people. 
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THEN 7 NOW 

   

 how to speak and didn’t do anything?” 
 
As an elder his position is steadfast, there 
can be no middle ground to this one sided 
view of how resources are managed in the 
Anishnawbek territory.  The destructive 
practises must stop, herbicides are not 
acceptable and there is no science that 
will justify what is currently being done. 
 
In his emotional plea on Parliament Hill he 
told the people “ the animals and the 
environment is actually crying, they are 
saying help me, help me. Go in the bush 
to sit there you will hear it.”  
 
“ Stop the spraying, stop it all, just ban 
all the chemicals, boonitaan! 
 
 

 
What is waiting under winters blanket? 

His first experience with environmental 
devastation was in 1948.  At 5 years old he was 
out with his dad checking the muskrat traps at 
the river.  He remembers the river from side to 
side and as far as the eye could see in either 
direction being solid white.  There were 
thousands of dead fish just floating.  He recalls 
his father’s anger but not understanding why. 
 
As Ray says, “to see this once is bad enough but 
it happened again in 1980, it is enough to make 
you sick.  Ever since then, the river has never 
been the same.” 
 
As a child, Ray says most of the food his family 
ate came from the Spanish River, fish, ducks, 
rice and beaver.  Our mother would tell us just 
before supper, go catch something.  We had 
enough to feed the family in less than half an 
hour.   
 
Today this parallel occurrence exists in the 
forest of the Anishinabek Territory.  Herbicides 
are used for tending and protecting specific 
specie of conifer in forest management.   The 
use of herbicides started even before the early 
1970’s. It is within the past 3 decades that we 
see the steady erosion of biodiversity of the 
ecosystem. 
 
Ray is disheartened to know his grandsons will 
never enjoy the same freedom to hunt and fish 
as he did as a child.  When asked why he is 
willing to fight this fight his answer will always 
be the same, “ when I am gone I do not want 
my  grandchildren to ask how come papa knew 
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Elder Raymond Owl with his 
grandson Cameron Bird. 
 

 

Have you ever tried to pull a young 
poplar sapling out of the ground?  The 
task requires a shovel or grub hoe. 
 
What soon becomes obvious is root 
systems of these little trees and other 
plants are well meshed and tangled 
together. They support one another by 
binding  the lifegiving soil that provides 
nutrients and water. 
 
Credible research will explain that 
when applications such as Round Up, 
Vision Max and Glyphosate are applied 
the herbicide is broken down by a 
number of micro organisms to be used 
as food, removing it from the eco 
system.  Their studies show that it can 
take from only a few days to weeks for 
50% of the glyphosate to dissipate from 
various environmental compartments  
 

 in a treatment site. Other sources 
simply say it is leached away after 
two or three good rain falls. 
 
This begs the question leached away 
where? Does it end up in the water 
table, in streams, lakes and rivers? 
 
What effects do these herbicides 
have on the nontargeted plants 
living in tight proximity to the 
poplars when they share the same 
food sources and soil?  
 
There are current claims that certain 
medicinal plants are loosing their 
natural potency because of the 
adverse environmental impacts such 
as the use of herbicides.  
 
 
 


